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� Clostridium difficile: an update

� Clostridium difficile: dealing with 
the problem from board to ward
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� Learning lessons from the Clostridium
difficile outbreaks and investigations

� Involving and engaging patients

� Recognising and assessing risk 
on the wards

� Developing education, training and
competence on the wards:
implementing an infection control
passport for all healthcare workers

� Changing practice in antibiotic
prescribing
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� Reversing the trend: dealing with 
the problem at board level

� PLUS put forward your top three tips
for reducing Clostridium difficile in
practice from board to ward
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Chaired by Professor Mark Wilcox Clinical Director of Microbiology and

Director of Infection Prevention and Control Leeds Teaching Hospital NHS

Trust and Member, The National Clostridium Difficile Working Group, The

Steering Group on Healthcare Associated Infection Department of Health, the

conference provides an important update on the latest developments in

reducing Clostridium difficile (Cdiff) – including the new consultation report

‘Clostridium difficile infection: how to deal with the problem – a board to

ward approach’.

The consultation report, due for release in July 2008 is being developed in

light of the increase in reported cases of Cdiff. The revised guidelines identify

best practice and key recommendations for the NHS to ensure the control of

Clostridium difficile. Professor Peter Hawkey Chairman, The National

Clostridium Difficile Working Group, The Steering Group on Healthcare

Associated Infection Department of Health and Professor of Public Health

University of Birmingham, focuses on dealing with the problem from board to

ward and identifies key recommendations from the updated report on

prevention and management.

Following the success of our Cdiff event last year the conference closes with

an open session that will give you the opportunity to put forward your top

three tips for reducing Cdiff in practice. The top three tips from our November

event were:

o Cleanliness and hand hygiene (staff and patient) – 36%

o Antibiotic prescribing and use – 22%

o Staff training and education – 15%

You will have the opportunity to put forward your top three tips and these will

be collated to gain consensus on good practice and enable you to take part in

an open discussion forum.

“ I’ve been to many conferences 
in the last 20 years – this was one of
the best with excellent speakers and
comprehensive coverage of key
issues of relevance. Plenty of lessons
to take back to my workplace.”
BARNET AND CHASE FARM NHS TRUST

“ Excellent – it was informative,
educating and encouraging.”
NEWHAM UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS NHS TRUST

“ Well run. Informative. Enjoyed case
study approach. Very 
useful and good to have a true
multi-professional audience.”
IPSWICH HOSPITALS NHS TRUST

“ Excellent day containing very
relevant, up-to-date information 
and a very topical subject.”
MOLNLYCKE HEALTHCARE

Feedback from our previous
Clostridium difficile delegates:

Part of the 
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Manchester Conference Centre
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A Practical Guide to 

Reducing Clostridium difficile
MAKING A DIFFERENCE FROM BOARD TO WARD

“ Clostridium difficile infections are still rising, but at a slower rate. It’s pleasing to see that the number of infections from April to June

this year is lower than the same period last year. We’ll be keeping a close eye on the HPA figures to see whether this is a sign of a

downward trend . . . However, hospitals must continue to focus on reducing rates of infections through raising board-level awareness

and involvement, good antibiotic and isolation policies, high standards of cleanliness and staff training and the Healthcare

Commission will continue to assess hospitals’ progress in this area.”
HEALTHCARE COMMISSION RESPONSE TO LATEST RATES OF HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATED INFECTIONS, HEALTHCARE COMMISSION WEBSITE, MARCH 2008

CDiff July 2008  1291:Layout 1  20/3/08  14:32  Page 3



10.00 Clostridium difficile: an update 
Professor Mark Wilcox Clinical Director of Microbiology 
and Director of Infection Prevention and Control 
Leeds Teaching Hospital NHS Trust and Member 
The National Clostridium Difficile Working Group, The Steering Group 
on Healthcare Associated Infection Department of Health

Chairman: Professor Mark Wilcox

� Cdiff: are we improving?  
� gaining consensus on good practice: the evidence on what works
� can we eliminate Cdiff?

10.30 Clostridium difficile: dealing with the problem from board to ward  
Professor Peter Hawkey Chairman, The National Clostridium 
Difficile Working Group, The Steering Group on Healthcare 
Associated Infection Department of Health and Professor of 
Public Health University of Birmingham  

� Clostridium difficile infection: how to deal with the problem from board to ward
� key recommendations from the updated report on CDI prevention and management
� lessons and learning from the consultation 

11.35 Monitoring and surveillance of Clostridium difficile
Dr Andrew Pearson Deputy Director and National Surveillance 
of CDiff Lead Department of Healthcare Associated Infection 
and Antimicrobial Resistance, The Centre for Infections, 
Health Protection Agency and Member, The National Clostridium 
Difficile Working Group, The Steering Group on Healthcare 
Associated Infection Department of Health

� monitoring and surveillance of Cdiff: current issues
� national developments and implications for local systems
� learning lessons from monitoring and surveillance: examples in practice

12.00 Learning lessons from the Clostridium difficile outbreaks and investigations  
Professor Brian Duerden Inspector of Microbiology and 
Infection Control Department of Health and Member, The National 
Clostridium Difficile Working Group, The Steering Group 
on Healthcare Associated Infection Department of Health

� case studies of good practice and lessons from outbreaks and investigations 
� understanding the root causes of Cdiff outbreaks and changing the culture to consider 

CDI as a diagnosis in its own right 
� how trusts who have been investigated by the Healthcare Commission are changing practice

12.25 Involving and engaging patients
Neil Manser Founder Member and 

Bev Hurst Secretary
The National Concern for Healthcare Infections 

� the patient perspective on what works to reduce Cdiff 
� how to involve and engage patients in reducing Cdiff in practice
� case studies and examples of good practice

14.15 Developing education, training and competence on the wards: 
implementing an infection control passport for all healthcare workers
Speaker to be confirmed

14.40 Changing practice in antibiotic prescribing
Professor Jonathan Cooke Director of Research and Development 
and Clinical Director of Pharmacy and Medicines Management 
University Hospital of South Manchester NHS Foundation Trust and 

Member, The National Clostridium Difficile Working Group,The Steering 
Group on Healthcare Associated Infection Department of Health

� changing practice in antibiotic prescribing to reduce Cdiff
� developing controls of antibiotic prescribing: policy and practice
� our approach and the impact on Cdiff 

11.00 Questions and answers, followed by coffee and exhibition at 11.10

12.50 Questions and answers, followed by lunch and exhibition at 13.00

REDUCING CLOSTRIDIUM DIFF IC ILE  FROM BOARD TO WARD:  PRACTICAL CASE STUDIES 

13.50 Recognising and assessing risk on the wards
Dr Jean O’Driscoll Director of Infection Prevention and Control 
and Consultant Microbiologist and Member, National Clostridium Difficile 
Working Group, The Steering Group on Healthcare Associated Infection 
Department of Health with Lead Nurse for Infection Control
Buckinghamshire Hospitals NHS Trust 

� developing education and training for frontline staff 
� improving awareness and ensuring the staff have the tools and isolation facilities
� infection control passport for all healthcare workers
� recommendations from the board to the ward 

15.05 Questions and answers followed by tea and exhibition at 15.15

� using audit, screening and risk assessment tools to identify high risk Cdiff areas
� using a care bundle approach on the wards to improve the management of Cdiff 
� the role of incident reporting in Cdiff investigation and management  

16.00 Reversing the trend: dealing with the problem at board level  
Glenn Douglas
Chief Executive
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells Hospital NHS Trust

� assuring the board 
� ensuring the control and reduction of Cdiff is prioritised at board level
� our approach and the current situation in Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells 

15.30 Improving isolation facilities and practice 
Dr Sheldon Stone Senior Lecturer and Consultant in 
Elderly Medicine Royal Free Hospital NHS Trust and University College 
Medical School and Member, The National Clostridium Difficile 
Working Group, The Steering Group on Healthcare 
Associated Infection Department of Health

� ensuring isolation capacity matches demand: recommendations for the board 
� improving isolation practice: ensuring frontline staff understand when to isolate 
� how can you ensure policy is implemented in practice: examples of good practice

16.30 Consensus on good practice in the management of Clostridium difficile from board to ward
Delegates and speakers will be asked to put forward their top three tips for reducing Cdiff in practice from board to ward. These will then be
collated to gain consensus on good practice and discussed with the audience. Panel Members include: speakers from the day to be invited

17.00 Close
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Conference Registration

e m

All of our brochures are made from
paper manufactured from sustainable

forests. Once you have finished with
this brochure please recycle the paper.

For more information contact Healthcare Events on 020 8541 1399 or email charlotte@healthcare-events.co.uk 

IHM Members I am an IHM Member IHM membership number To find out more about becoming an IHM member, please visit www.ihm.org.uk

Fax the booking form to 
020 8547 2300

Through our website at: 
www.healthcare-events.co.uk

Post this form to Healthcare Events 
2 Acre Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 6EFHow to book

Your details (Please complete a new form for each delegate. Photocopies are acceptable)

By invoice Please send an invoice to

By cheque A cheque for                                                    is enclosed

Please make cheques payable to: Healthcare Events Ltd. Cheques can be £ or Euros (1 Euro = £0.65)

Payment

Name (IN BLOCK CAPITALS)

Organisation

Address

Postcode

Purchase order number if applicable

Dr    Mr    Mrs    Ms

First name

Surname

Job Title

Department

Organisation

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Fax 

Email   

Please write your address clearly as confirmation will be sent by e-mail. 

If you prefer confirmation by post please tick this box.

Please also ensure you complete your full postal address details for our records.

Please specify any special dietary or access requirements

By BACS
For payments in £: Sort Code 20-23-97 Account No. 60297275
For payments in Euros: Sort Code 20-23-97 Account No. 56027500

� Please send your BACS remittance form as confirmation of payment

� Your BACS reference

By credit card Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Switch

Cardholder’s name

Card No.

Valid from Expiry date

Issue No. (Switch only)

Card security code                               

Signature

Card billing address (if different from above)

For office use only

This form must be signed by the delegate or an authorised person
before we can accept the booking
(By signing this form, you are accepting the terms and conditions below)

Name

Signature

Date

Conference handbook I cannot attend the conference but would like a copy of the conference handbook which includes speaker slides @ £69 a copy. 

The handbook will be sent out a week after the conference, please fill in the ‘Your details’ section above for delivery.  
Handbooks ordered up until two months after the conference will be supplied as a hardcopy in an A4 ring binder, those ordered after this time will be posted as a PDF document on CD.

(This is the last three digits of the number 
printed on the back of your card)

(Please circle)

Venue
Manchester Conference Centre, (UMIST), Weston Building,
Sackville Street, Manchester, M1 3BB. A map of the venue
will be sent with confirmation of your booking.

Date
Monday 7 July 2008.

Conference fee
£290 + VAT (£340.75) for IHM members

£340 + VAT (£399.50) for NHS, social care and private
healthcare organisations. 

£290 + VAT (£340.75) for voluntary sector/charities.

£475 + VAT (£558.13) for commercial organisations. 

The fee includes lunch, refreshments and a copy of the
conference handbook.

Group rates
A discount of 15% is available to all but the first
delegate from the same organisation, booked at
the same time, for the same conference.

Terms and conditions
A refund, less a 20% administration fee, 
will be made if cancellations are received, 
in writing, at least 4 weeks before the conference.
We regret that any cancellation after this time
cannot be refunded, and that refunds for failure to
attend the conference cannot be made, but
substitute delegates are welcome at any time.

Confirmation of booking
All bookings will be confirmed by email, unless stated
otherwise. Please contact us if you have not received
confirmation 7–10 days after submitting your booking.

Accommodation
On confirmation of your booking you will receive
details of accommodation.

Exhibition
If you are interested in exhibiting at this event, 
please contact Carolyn Goodbody on 020 8481 0354, or
email carolyn@healthcare-events.co.uk

Credits
The conference is recognised by the IHM. 
CPD Accreditation is being sought.

Healthcare Events reserve the right to make changes
to speakers and programmes without prior notice.
© Healthcare Events Ltd 2008.

We occasionally release your details to companies sponsoring
or exhibiting at our events. If you DO NOT wish to receive
information from these companies, please tick this box

The information you provide will be held on the Healthcare Events’ database
and may be used to update you with details of other events that we organise.
If you DO NOT wish to receive this information, please tick this box          

For a full list of our conferences, please visit www.healthcare-events.co.uk

A Practical Guide to 

Reducing Clostridium difficile
Monday 7 July 2008   Manchester Conference Centre   Manchester

CDiff July 2008  1291:Layout 1  26/3/08  18:44  Page 1


